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Gomprecht and Benesch Building 1901
320 North Eutaw Street
Private

The Gomprecht and Benesch Building is a good example of an early 20th
century retail store building. It closely resembles the Bernheimer
Brothers Annex (B-2314) on West Fayette Street, suggesting that both
buildings were designed by the same architect, Charles E. Cassell.
Gomprecht and Benesch and its predecessor company, Eutaw Furniture
Company, were located on the site from 1883 until 1962.
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes X no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Gomprecht and Benesch Building

and/or common Maran Printing Services

2. Location

street & number 320 North Eutaw Street ____ not for publication
Baltimore PP . . 3xd
city, town ___ vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district ____ public *__ occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
_¥% building(s) ¥ private ____unoccupied _X commercial _ park
— structure ___ both ____work in progress __ educational —__ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
__ object —__in process X yes: restricted ____government —_ scientific
— being considered —_ yes: unrestricted industrial ___transportation
X not applicable no military __other:

4. Owner of Pl'opel'ty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Maurice K. Annenberg etal
street & number 320 uvortn Butaw Street telephone no.:
city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryland 21201

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse T JFC 1309
street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 279
city, town Baltimore state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title Baltimore Retail District Survey

date 280 X _federal ___state ___county _* local

.epository for survey records Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation

city, town Baltimore slate Maryland
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7- Description Survey No.

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent —_deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_original site

_X_good ____ruins _X _ altered —_ moved date of move
———air —____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

SUMMARY :

The Gomprecht and Benesch Building is a six-story brick commercial building

in a Renaissance Revival style erected in 1901 on the west side of North

Butaw Street about 100 feet south of West Mulberry Street in central Baltimore,
Maryland. The five-bay facade has large industrial plate glass vertical pivot
windows flanked by Ionic and Corinthian columns. The heavy overhanging cornice
has dentils, foliated modillions, and lion heads. The Roman brick side piers
have medallions and lion heads below the intermediate cornice. The street
level storefront is altered and consists of plate glass windows across the
entire front flanked by polished granite panels at the sides. The entrance
has been relocated to the north elevation. The building is occupied by a
printing service.

General Description:

The building has six stories, a flat sloping roof, and an elaborate columned
facade. The first story storefront is altered. Between polished granite
pilers, a slightly projecting window wall extends across the front. The entrance
has been shifted to the north elevation, formerly a party wall but now partially
exposed by the setback of the modern adjoining building. The original
transom is Yecessed behind an awning framework. Above the transom is a sign
panel bearing the nawe of the current occupant Maran Frinting Services, and the
street number. Flanking the sign panel on each pier is a lion head above a
rectangular Medallion. ;
The upper facade is virtually unaltered Roman brick piers freme the bays. The
facade is horizontally divided into two ranks of columns extending through

two stories. The lower rank is Ionic and the upper is Corinthian. Each

floer has three-part vertical pivoting plate glass windows. BAn intermediary
cornice separates the fifth and sixth stories. Just below the cornice on

the side piers are scrolled medallions. The sixth story has pairs of deeply
recessed single pane windows which appear to have modern aluminum frames.

The transoms are small and have multiple lights. Brick piers separate the
winaows, alternating with larger piers between each pair. The side piers

have lion heads and lozenge medallions. The main cornice has a wide overhang
with foliated modillions, dentils, ana lion heads.



8. Significance Survey No. g-2264

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion

— 1400-1499 __ archeology-historic —___conservation — law —__science

— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 _x architecture — education — military —__ social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —__ music humanitarian
— 18001899 ____ commerce —__exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
_x 1900~ ____ communications ____industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation

—_ invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates 1901 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B XC _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

SUMMARY :

The Gomprecht and Benesch Building is a good example of an early 20th century
retail store building. It closely resembles the Bernheimer Brothers Annex
(b=2314) on West Fayette Street, suggesting that both buildings were designed
by the same architect, Charles E. Cassell. Gomprecht and Benesch and its
predecessor company, Eutaw Furniture Company, were located on the site from
1883 until 1962.

History and Support:

In 1883, Isaac Benesch opened a branch of his furniture store at 549-553

North Gay Street at 316 North Eutaw Street, calling it the Eutaw Furniture
Company. The business expanded into 318 North Eutaw within six years and

in 1897, Jacob Gomprecht toock over the storej retaining the name. The original
store was a five-story brick building. In 1901, Gomprecht tock as partner
Jesse Benesch, son of Isaac, and the firm became Gomprecht and Benesch.

One source, The Jews of Baltimore by Isidor Blum (1910), stated the Gomprecht

and Benesch Building was built the same year that Benesch joined the company.

The city directories seem to support this, listing the store as 316-318 North

Eutaw before 1900 and 316-320 after 1900, suggesting expansion to an existing

building on the lot. The facade's close resemblance to the Bernheimer Brothers
Annex on wWest Fayette Street suggests a common architect and about 1907 as

the construction date.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.B-2264

Baltimore City Directories

Baltimore: The Gateway to the South, The Liverpool of America. Mercantile
Advancement Co., Baltimore, 1868

Blum, Isidor, The Jews of Baltimore, 1910

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Haltimore Fost Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UTM References {o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

co-terminous with original lot approx. 56 ft. x 140 ft.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county ) code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
Janet L. Davis, Historical Preservation Analyst

name/title
organization Comm. for Hist. & Arch. Pres. (CHAP) date Aprill, 1986
street & number 606 Tower Suites, 118 N. Howard St. témbh;ne. (Bbli 396-4866
city or town Baltimore -smte_ " Mary.la'nci'

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be-found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
B-2264

Gomprecht and Benesch Building
320 North Eutaw Street

Charles E. Cassell was the architect of the building. (Morning Sun, Dec. 8, 1900)

Janet Davis
CHAP
April 6, 1987



7. C. Christhilf, Photo.
GOMPRECHT & BENESCH

from: The Jews

of Baltimore

1910
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Baltimore Metrocenter Survey
Market Center

Gomprecht and Benesch Building
320 North Eutaw Street

B-2264



B-2264

Gomprecht and Benesch Building (Maran Printing Services)
316-320 N. Eutaw Street

Block 0576 Lot 036

Baltimore City
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Gomprecht & Benesch Building B-2264
320 North Eutaw Street

HMarket Center - Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet Davis

March 1986

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
East elevation

1/2







Gomprecht & Benesch Building B-2264
320 North Eutaw Street

Market Center - Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet Davis

March 1986

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
Detail, east elevation and cornice
2/2



INSTR/AMCTIONS

SEE

Py -226Y
MAGL E oLl 116q51“57(/

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the ‘
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

Maran Printing Servises

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Gomprecht é Benesch Home Furnishing

s ET AND NUM

316 - 320 N. Eutaw Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore

STATE COUNTY:

Maryland

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
, W S
(Check One) ORMERSRIR RATS TO THE PUBLIC
[] Distriet & Building |[J Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure Private [ In Process [J Unoceupied (4. Restricted
[ Object [ Both [0 Being Considered (] Preservation work L) Untesteictad
in progress 0 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural [0 Government O Park [0 Transpertation [) Comments
(& Commercial 3 Industrial [ Private Residence [[] Other (Specity)

(] Educational [ Military [J Religious

[C] Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific

STREET AND NUMBER:

[COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

CITY OR TOWN:

Recorde Office Room 601

STREET AND NUMBER:

Baliimore Uity Courthouse

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore *TATE Mayyland 21202

Title Reference

TITLE OF SURVEY:

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1976 [ Federal [ State [0 County Mcal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURYEY RECORDS:

COMMISSION FOR HISTORIGAL &

STR T AND NUMBER:

Room 900

CITY OR TOWN: 2_6 su"m m ﬁ‘ STATE:

PS5 =708



B-2264)

(Check One)
[] Excellent B4 Good [ Fair [[] Detericrated [J Ruins [ ‘Unexpesed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
B Altered O Uncltered ) Moved Bl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This six story’S bey building is located in-mid block and is surfaced

in rust colored brick., A contemporary shopfront of six panels hzs no
door since the entrance is on the right side wall of the building, re-
cessed from the street. There is a retractable canvas awning. Above

the shopfront, the tops of two slender columns and a row of transoms

can be seen, remnant® of the original first floor facade. Also visible
are two large lion heads on the end pilasters and the sign board for the
company.

The second and 3rd floor windows are recessed behind a screen of four
ioni¢ columns. The twe floors of windows are separated.by’'a plain.
horizontal band. Each window consists of a large central pivoting ranel
flanked by two narrow lights, and three transoms which conform in width

to the lower panes, The interior of the end walls of the window recess
are each ornamented with a2 metching pilaster., Above the columns and pi-
lasters is a simple molded a;%itrave, and above that a band of the same
brick which frames the recess on the sides.

The fourth and fifth floors are treated in a similar manner except that
the colurn and pilasters are corinthian, The end pilasters aré ornamented
with scrolled cartouches and above them appears a narrow dentiled cornice.
The 6th floor windows rest directly on their cornice and appear in recessed
pairs. They are separated by brick pilasters. Each window consists of a

single pane with a transom of small square panes. The end pilasters are
& thuak

SNOILONY

LSNI 338
)

$

each ornamented by 2 narrow pilasteré lsimilar to those between the windows) -—

and an oval medallion surmounted by a lion head

The huge cornice has dentils, scrolled brackets and mere lions heads.

o



INSTRJCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century

[B/2th Century

[J 18th Century
] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) |10|

Abor iginal [0 Education
] Prehistoric [ Engineering
[ Histeric [ Industry
O Agriculture 1 Invention
[ Architecture [ Londscope
O Art Architecture
[0 Commerce [0 Literature
[J Communications [ Military
[ Conservation O Music

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[C] Urban Planning
[C] Other (Specity)

Politieal
Religion/Phi-
losephy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human-

itarian
Theater

Transportation

00 DpO0O0O 00

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

structure.

wise povering facade,

Two layers of 2 story Corinthian columns accent the massiveness of this

Lion's Heads and Cartouches lend some deliczcy to an other-

B-226 ¢

Ps-T709
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SEGGRAPHICAL DATA L e e
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProrerTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
.

GCORMNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . - o [ L] o . - o . -

NE o ] - o . -
SE o 0 - o . -

SW -] ] L] o L) -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

}Acreage Justification:

33S

]
|

SNOIL1LDONY¥ILSNI

AME AND TITLE: Pla.nning Assistants

mwmﬂ—mﬁm ] PATE 1976

ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVAT!ON
streeT anciipent =900

STV N Tlalimore, Md 21202 e

Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [] State [] Local []

Signature







|

b~ 32s

N . Tl

£- 226y

Blrt, S %



